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end of the war he began working in a clothing 
factory producing men’s suits. He met his wife 
on the pocket set of the factory, marrying in 
1944. Mr. Gubitosi has worked tirelessly his 
entire life tailoring, bartending, and land-
scaping, and notably commuting by bus in 
every type of weather. Since 2000, Mr. 
Gubitosi has called Florida home. Our great 
state is lucky to have Mr. Gubitosi as a resi-
dent and I am thankful for his service and sac-
rifice. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM O’HALLERAN 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, unfor-
tunately, on November 2, 2021, I was unable 
to vote on H.R. 4481, the Small Business 7(a) 
Loan Agent Transparency Act. I would have 
voted in favor of H.R. 4481. 
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RECOGNIZING VINSON CHAPEL 
AME’S 100TH YEAR OF SERVICE 

HON. ANDY LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Vinson Chapel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church which is cele-
brating its 100th year of service to the commu-
nity of Clinton Charter Township, Michigan. 

Vinson Chapel AME is one of Macomb 
County’s historic Black congregations, growing 
out of a prayer group first organized by Lewis 
and Betty Vinson in 1921. The members ini-
tially met in the Vinson family’s home. Soon, 
the budding congregation moved to an out-
door tent to accommodate a larger prayer 
group. After conducting services in different 
spaces over the years, the congregation joy-
fully arrived on Sunday, May 22, 1977 to their 
current sanctuary on Quinn Road in Clinton 
Township. 

Over the decades, Vinson Chapel AME has 
established itself as an important spiritual cen-
ter in Macomb County, going above and be-
yond to serve congregants as well as the 
greater community. The congregation has or-
ganized countless reading programs, edu-
cational workshops, voting drives, Census 
drives, and so much more. Most recently, 
when the COVID–19 pandemic interrupted in- 
person services, the church adapted to virtual 
livestreams to keep the congregation safe and 
prevent the spread of the virus. Under the de-
termined leadership of Reverend Twylla 
Lucas, the church rose to meet the additional 
needs of the community in this challenging 
moment, organizing vaccination clinics and 
distributing essential supplies. 

I am proud to have the honor of recognizing 
this important centennial for the Vinson Chap-
el African Methodist Episcopal Church. I en-
courage my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Vinson Chapel AME on one hundred 
years of ministry and service. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Miss RICE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
was necessarily absent from votes on Tues-
day, November 2, 2021. Had I been present, 
I would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 348. 

f 

HONORING AIREEN SNYDER AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Aireen Snyder, a community 
leader and President of the Filipino American 
Association of Iowa, as Iowan of the Week. 

Diversity is one of the greatest strengths of 
our state, with people from all different back-
grounds coming together to form an incredible 
community in Iowa. There is no better way to 
celebrate this diversity than with Filipino Herit-
age Month and Aireen Snyder, who has 
worked tirelessly to promote the values of 
community and diversity throughout our state. 

Arriving in Iowa from the Philippines in 
2008, Aireen quickly became involved with the 
thriving Filipino community. She has played an 
active role in the Filipino American Associa-
tion, chairing several committees, editing the 
newsletter and now is President. Perhaps 
most impressive was her leadership in cre-
ating a Filipino Language class. With language 
being such a valuable aspect of culture, 
Aireen developed an entire curriculum and 
worked with Des Moines Area Community Col-
lege to host a course that was very well at-
tended. 

Aireen holds a great amount of pride for the 
history and legacy of the Filipino American As-
sociation of Iowa. The association formed in 
1975 with the goal of promoting and enhanc-
ing cultural and heritage awareness of the 
Philippines among Iowans. This important mis-
sion is carried out through a variety of events 
and initiatives. For example, as President, 
Aireen has overseen the humanitarian and 
charitable aid that the association offers to its 
community, including legal assistance and col-
lege scholarships. Most notably, the organiza-
tion raised $14,000 following the ‘‘super ty-
phoon’’ in the Philippines. The funds were 
used to support a variety of non-profit organi-
zations in the country, including the Filipino 
Red Cross. 

Community events are also an important as-
pect of the Filipino American Association of 
Iowa and Aireen’s work as president. Events 
range from Christmas parties, parol lantern 
making, and most recently the Des Moines 
‘‘Celebrasian’’ hosted by the Iowa Asian Alli-
ance. The association proudly hosted three 
booths featuring Filipino food, clothing and tra-
ditions. 

With nearly 5,000 Filipino Americans resid-
ing in Iowa, it is only fitting that we honor such 
an impactful leader and community builder, 
Aireen Snyder, for Filipino Heritage month. 
Her commitment to her culture and home 

country is a testament to the beautiful diversity 
in Iowa that makes our state stronger. I am 
humbled and inspired by Aireen’s work for the 
Filipino community of Iowa. It is my honor to 
name her Iowan of the Week. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, due to a 
medical issue, I missed votes on the passage 
of H.R. 4481, the Small Business 7(a) Loan 
Agent Transparency Act, H.R. 4531, the 7(a) 
Loan Agent Oversight Act, and H.R. 4515, the 
Small Business Development Center Cyber 
Training Act of 2021. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 351, 
Roll Call No. 352, and Roll Call No. 353. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CARR 
CENTER 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the Carr Center in Detroit, Michigan 
as they celebrate thirty years of preserving, 
presenting, promoting, and developing African 
and African-American cultural arts traditions 
within our multicultural community in south-
eastern Michigan. 

Founded in 1991 as the Arts League of 
Michigan, the Carr Center has worked to fulfill 
its mission of bringing artistic excellence with 
a wide array of programming to the commu-
nities of Detroit. Building upon its initial cre-
ative placemaking, the Carr Center has be-
come a destination and hub for the performing 
arts in Detroit. 

In order to bring outstanding artistry to the 
community, the Carr Center has implemented 
three pillars of programming—Carr Center 
Presents and Carr Center Contemporary focus 
on performing and visual arts, while the Carr 
Center Arts Academy offers in-school and in-
tensive summer arts education opportunities. 

Please join me in recognizing the Carr Cen-
ter’s numerous contributions to southeastern 
Michigan over the past three decades as we 
wish them well in the years to come. Carr 
Center is a true gem in the communities of 
Michigan’s 13th District Strong. 

f 

CORRECTING ROLLING STONE 
MAGAZINE’S DEFAMATORY 
STATEMENTS 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to address the malicious, false, and defama-
tory statements printed in Rolling Stone Maga-
zine about me. 

Every statement about me in the October 24 
article was false or misleading. Moreover, the 
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